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little credit to the professedly Christian mind and senti- 
ment of this country. The American press and people, 
in their judgments of China and Japan, have, with some 
exceptions, been practically governed by the principle 
that might makes right. A reaction in sentiment has 
already set in and Japan is likely in the long run to be 
properly judged for her arrogance and greed as China 
has been for her peculiar national faults. Here is what 
Dr. Porter says of the Chinese viceroy's efforts to bring 
about a reasonable settlement of the troubles and of his 
attempt to secure the incorporation of international arbi- 
tration in the treaty of peace : 

" The East will never be again what it has been. 
However, it will always be better known and more fully 
appreciated because of the stirring events of the past 
year. We have recently received the full correspondence 
leading to the final result at Shimonoseki. I suppose 
that it will be read with different eyes by different minds. 
To us the terrible demand of the Japanese seemed in line 
with the unvarying arrogance with which they have treated 
all attempts at a reasonable settlement of the troubles 
from the first. The reasoned effort of the viceroy, Li 
Hung Chang, to secure honest and fair terms enhances 
our interest in him, especially under the conditions of 
personal peril through which he carried on his brilliant 
diplomatic correspondence. The most significant item 
in the correspondence was the effort to incorporate inter- 
national arbitration as a definite article of the new treaty. 
Whatever outsiders may say of the civilization of the 
Chinese, and I regret to observe that even the Japanese 
missionaries in their present state of chromatic enthusiasm 
delight as much in using the word barbarism, in referring 
to the Chinese, as they deprecate the word heathen in 
referring to the Japanese, it appears to us a noble step 
forward in diplomacy when an effort is made to secure 
the abrogation of war by definite treaties. Such an effort 
is along the line of all Chinese diplomacy. Arbitration 
comes as naturally to them in all local and personal cases 
as war and imperiousness seem to come to the Japanese. 
It was natural that the Japanese commissioners should 
reject such an article of universal comity." 

The revelation of this full correspondence must add 
much to the high estimation in which Li Hung Chang has 
all along been held as a highminded and intelligent 
diplomat and convince the fairminded that the heart of 
China is quite as fully up to the best spirit of our time as 
that of Japan. We wish the viceroy might have suc- 
ceeded in his purpose to get arbitration adopted in the 
new treaty. His effort to do so shows that he has 
grasped the essential principles of the new civilization 
which is fast taking the place of the old. Japan's refusal 
to adopt this means of settling any future difficulties 
between the two countries is greatly to her discredit and 
discounts heavily her loud professions of love of peace and 
fair dealing. We have no reason to doubt, however, that 
the Japanese emperor's professed attachment to peace, 
to which we have referred in a previous editorial, is sincere. 
The real leaders of the two nations seem to be much in 
advance of the people, in regard to this matter, and 
this is a hopeful sign for the future. The missionaries 



in both countries ought to be scrupulously careful, as we 
are sorry to say they have not all been, to avoid all 
"chromatic enthusiasm" for war. If they are affected 
in this way, they would do well to give a little closer 
attention to the teachings of the Book which they carry 
about with them and of the Spirit in whom they profess 
to " live and walk." 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



In view of the postponement of the Peace Congress for 
this year the peace societies have been invited to send 
delegates to the meeting of the Association for the Codi- 
fication and Reform of International Law which is to 
meet at Brussels from the 1st to the 4th of October. 
Lady delegates as well as gentlemen are invited to be 
present and take part in the discussion when duly 
appointed by peace societies. The conference will be 
presided over by the president, Sir Richard Webster, 
with Joseph G. Alexander as honorary general secretary. 
International arbitration will be the principal topic of 
discussion, but the secretary, Mr. Alexander, says " the 
council will be prepared to consider suggestions as to the 
insertion in the programme of other subjects bearing on 
international arbitration." 

Some of the delegates of the American Peace Society 
to the Peace Congress, which has been postponed, are in 
Europe and will doubtless attend this meeting at Brussels. 

The resolution of the French Parliament in favor of a 
permanent treaty of arbitration between that country and 
our own has met with a most cordial response on the 
part of nearly all the great daily and weekly papers of 
the United States. This foreshadows almost certainly 
the course which will be taken by our government when 
Congress meets next winter. The French papers have 
also for the most part expressed an evident sympathy 
with the action of their Deputies. The Eclair, in a long 
article, says that " the idea of reaching a point some day 
when conflicts between nations will be avoided by arbi- 
tration has within a few years made undeniable progress." 
The Temps, the most important of the Paris dailies, 
speaks thus : 

" The United States has made it a custom to have re- 
course to this method of adjusting international affairs, 
and it has benefited by so doing. There is no doubt that 
the proposals which our Government, at the request of 
the Chamber, will not fail to put forward will be received 
sympathetically by the United States, and will be ex- 
amined with the desire that they may be carried out. 
The success of the negotiations would have a consider- 
able moral effect. Such examples are contagious. And 
as to Great Britain, whatever rivalries may be between 
France and that country, is it not true that an arbitration 
treaty would be" much better than the chances of a war, 
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especially when the only difficulties that can arise between 
the two nations are on colonial questions, none of which 
would warrant an armed conflict? Once the door has been 
opened the Arbitration system will not fail to spread. 1 ' 

The Executive Council of the Association for the 
Reform and Codification of the Law of Nations has 
published its annual report. The rules of affreightment 
adopted by the Conference of the Association in 1893 
have been generally approved by the mercantile bodies 
concerned. The report contains a memorial sketch of 
the late David Dudley Field, one of the founders of the 
Association. In it is also given the report of the special 
committee appointed at the Conference of 1893 to bring 
forward a scheme of international arbitration both as 
regards treaties and tribunals. We give on another page 
the rules proposed by this committee, for the sake of 
those readers of the Advocate who are specially inter- 
ested in the judicial aspects of the peace question. These 
rules have been reprinted in this country by Mr. Cephas 
Brainerd of New York, for the use of the American 
Section of the Committee appointed at Chicago in 1893. 

The peace conference held at Ocean Grove, N. J., on 
July 20th, of which we had no account in time for our 
last issue, though not quite so well attended as the one 
held there last year, was considered a most excellent one. 
Rev. N. L. Upham, D. D., President of the Christian 
Arbitration and Peace So2iety, under whose auspices the 
Conference was held, presided. Dr. E. H. Stokes, who 
has charge of the Ocean Grove premises, welcomed the 
Conference in a most sympathetic way. Bishop Leigh- 
ton Coleman of Delaware gave an address on " The 
Biblical Plea for Peace," which was not only strong but 
fresh and attractive. He was followed in an enthusiastic 
address by Rev. A. G. Lawson, D. D., of Camden, N. J. 

At the afternoon session the speakers were Rev. A. T. 
de Learsy and Rev. H. S. Clubb, the latter explaining 
the aims and purposes of the society. Remarks were 
also made by Professor Norrish, Mr. J. C. Havermeyer 
of Yonkers, N. Y., and Mr. John Branson of Philadel- 
phia. Resolutions were passed covering the subjects of 
international arbitration, strikes and lock-outs, boys' 
brigades, and the peace Sunday. 

At the evening session the speakers were Bishop Tay- 
lor of Africa, Mr. George May Powell of Philadelphia, 
and H. L. Hastings of Boston, whose address was one 
of much power. 

The International Arbitration and Peace Association 
of London held its fourteenth annual meeting on the 15th 
of July. The Lord Bishop of Ripon presided and made 
a strong speech, in which he maintained that the prin- 
ciple of righteousness was the governing principle by 
which disputes should be settled. Other speakers were 
Sir B. W. Richardson, Rev. J. W. Jephson, Mr. J. M. 



Grant, Mr. T. Blandford, Mr. Ernest Bell, Mr. G. J. 
Holyoake, Mr. L. P. Ford, Mr. Wilhelm F. Brand, a 
German journalist, and Mr. Passmore Edwards. The 
report of the work of the Association for the year was 
given by Mr. Hodgson Pratt, who is a whole association 
in himself in supporting the great cause to which he has 
devoted his life. 

The printed Report of the Association, of which we 
have received a copy, makes a pamphlet of forty pages. 
It discusses the subjects of reduction of armaments, the 
Anglo-American treaty, university alliance, instruction 
in schools, peace Sunday, co-operation of workingmen's 
associations, etc., besides giving an account of the work 
of the Association. It also takes up a number of ques- 
tions of international politics, as, for example, the rela- 
tions between England and France, between Great Britain 
and Venezuela, between France and Madagascar, and be- 
tween China and Japan. Its treatment of the British- 
Venezuelan trouble is remarkably in harmony with the 
views on the subject held on this side of the water. 

All the friends of peace will regret to learn that Mr. 
William Randal Cremer failed to be returned to Parlia- 
ment in the recent election in Great Britain. In his own 
way he has done much for the concentration of British 
public opinion against war, especially among the working 
classes. Other members of Parliament who were just as 
strong friends of peace as he also failed of re-election. 

We hope that the immediate outlook of the cause of 
arbitration and peace in the British Parliament will not 
prove to be as gloomy as the following paragraph from 
the Arbitrator (London) would indicate : 

But what concerns us most is the terrible blow which 
has been inflicted upon the Arbitration movement. Only 
those who know the actual position into which the ques- 
tion of a Treaty of Arbitration with the United States 
had been brought, can fully understand the extent of the 
calamity. Not only had the last House of Commons pro- 
nounced in favor of the proposal, but the late Prime 
Minister had become a convert to it. While he was in 
office our lips were sealed, but now we are free to state 
that before Mr. Cremer went to America last winter Lord 
Rosebery told him in the most emphatic language that he 
was not only willing but anxious to conclude such a treaty 
with the United States. That assurance was repeated after 
Mr. Cremer returned from his visit to Washington. His 
lordship had also promised to receive a deputation from 
the League, who were to have presented to him a memo- 
rial, the like of which, we believe, has never been equalled, 
signed as it was by 5357 officers of organized bodies of 
workmen, in favor of such a treaty. If that memorial 
had been presented as arranged, we have reason to be- 
lieve that Lord Rosebery would then have publicly 
declared his views upon the subject ; and now, alas ! it 
appears as if our hopes are to be frustrated, and the labor 
of years rendered almost fruitless. We have said it ap- 
pears as if the labor of years will be rendered almost 
fruitless, because only a very small minority of the party 
now in power have evinced the slightest interest in the 
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question, and many of them — most of them, we fear — are 
known to be hostile. It is no longer a secret that two 
members of the present Government — the Duke of Dev- 
onshire and Mr. Chamberlain — led the war party when 
they were members of Mr. Gladstone's Government, and 
that they were instrumental in overcoming the sturdy op- 
position of Mr. Gladstone and Sir W. Harcourt to the 
Egyptian expedition. That these arch-Jingoes are again 
in a position to embroil us in mischief and strife is one of 
the darkest shadows across our path. 

The Interparliamentary Peace Conference met at Brus- 
sels, according to previous announcement, on the 13th of 
August, and continued in session three days. We have 
not yet received any account of its proceedings, except 
that contained in the brief cable dispatches. These dis- 
patches indicated that the subject of an international 
arbitration tribunal was the chief subject of discussion. 
On the last day of the Conference a resolution was unani- 
mously passed urging the establishment of such a court. 
According to the cablegrams the Conference was composed 
of representatives from fourteen nations. We hope to give 
in our next issue a more detailed account of its proceedings. 

Lord Wolseley has been appointed to succeed the Duke 
of Cambridge as commander-in-chief of the British army. 
Even if the noble lord did fail to rescue General Gordon 
at Khartoum, when a commander of ordinary ability 
ought to have succeeded, and even though he has never 
given in action any particular evidence of qualifications 
for the position to which he has been elevated, yet the 
" Soldiers Pocket-book," as the author of which he is 
chiefly distinguished, shows clearly that he has eminently 
military ideas; and we presume it was because of these 
ideas that he received the appointment. Under Wolse- 
ley's teaching no soldier can fail to have an exalted esti- 
mate of the art of killing men. " He must believe that 
his duties are the noblest that fall to man's lot. He 
must be taught to despise all those of civil life. Soldiers, 
like missionaries, must be fanatics " (Pocket-book, page 
5). Under his tuition also the English army may be ex- 
pected to be deeply versed in immorality. Here is what 
he thinks of falsehood : "Asa nation we are bred up to 
feel it a disgrace even to succeed by falsehood ; the word 
spy conveys something as repulsive as slave ; we will 
keep hammering along with the conviction that ' honesty 
is the best policy,' and that truth always wins in the long 
run. These pretty little sentences do well for a child's 
copy-book, but the man who acts upon them in war had 
better sheathe his sword forever" (Pocket-book, page 
169). But the English people, bred to honesty and 
truthfulness, sets up over them as commander of their 
armies this man who laughs at their morality and deliber- 
ately tramples it under his feet! Of course they do. 
How could they do otherwise, so long as they maintain a 
system whose inmost nature is opposed to every princi- 
ple of the moral law. 



On the 11th of July the International Arbitration and 
Peace Association sent a deputation to wait upon the 
London School Board. The object was to bring before 
the members of the Board the desirability of adequate 
ethical teaching in schools on the subject of peace and 
war, duties to foreign nations, and other kindred ques- 
tions. The deputation presented a memorial setting forth 
the views of the Association, and Mr. Pratt addressed the 
Board in support of the memorial. 

Le Devoir gives no less than twenty-five cases in which 
French and German plenipotentiaries or special envoys 
have since 1872 sat together in the same conferences or 
councils in which important international interests have 
been discussed and courses of action pertaining to them 
decided upon. Besides these, there have been many un- 
official congresses, scientific, social, technical, etc., in 
which representatives from both nations have taken part. 

The Herald of Peace says that the Bookbinders' Trade 
Union, of Lyons, have addressed a noble reply to an 
appeal to them for contributions in aid of the Madagas- 
car Expedition. They courteously refuse to give any 
encouragement to it, and earnestly protest against it 
as a wicked and indefensible act. They remark that, 
" Whilst in our view, war is always a horrible curse, this 
war is not only a curse but a disgrace, an iniquity, a 
crime against humanity, and, in short, a sacrilege. Its 
real object is to impose, in the interests of commerce, 
upon a young nation whose only fault is that of being 
weak, a foreign yoke which we ourselves would not for 
a moment tolerate. The duty laid upon us by Justice 
is simple and is expressed in this axiom of the Eternal 
Law : ' Do not do to others what you would not wish 
that they should do to you.' But what should we say, if, 
under some false pretext, a foreign Power were to en- 
deavor to foist a protectorate upon our country, upon 
France ! The Law of Right is not limited to the frontiers 
of Europe. Its jurisdiction is universal. It covers the 
black as well as the white, the weak as well as the 
strong. No people has a right to take away by violence, 
or by fraud, the liberties of another nation." 

During the recent election campaign in Great Britain 
the London Peace Society circulated the following elec- 
tion address: 

Fellow Countrymen, — The defeat of the late Govern- 
ment, and the consequent appeal to the country, bring 
once more into the greatest prominence the enormous 
development, and far-reaching ramifications, of the Mili- 
tary Establishments of modern States. 

Such warlike provisions are incessantly draining the 
nations of their resources, even when they do not involve 
the fate of Governments and the enormous expense of a 
General Election. Not only are they a waste of the 
means which should secure the necessities, and multiply 
the pleasures of life for the peoples themselves, an end 
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which every true Government should always have in 
view, but such is their rapid increase, that they must, 
if not checked, ultimately involve the financial bank- 
ruptcy of the communities which they oppress. This, 
however, is the least of the many evils they involve. 
The effect upon the temper and moral character of the 
nations, to say nothing of the enormous expenditure of 
human time and energy, must be demoralizing, and, so 
far as the highest and best elements of national life are 
concerned, fatal to their growth, and even to their 
existence. 

The alternative to this destructive national policy is 
admittedly International Arbitration and Mutual Dis- 
armament, an alternative which would prove far less 
detrimental to the State in times of Peace, and much 
more satisfactory in its results in times of dispute, than 
the arbitrament of the battle-field. 

Upon the great body of the electorate will fall the 
duty of seeing that this alternative is adopted, and 
principles of Peace and Arbitration are carried into 
effect, so far as this can be done by the selection and sup- 
port of candidates, and if this be not done the ultimate 
consequences are inevitable. 

It is for you, as Electors, to save your country from 
threatened disaster, the character and enormity of which 
will not be lessened by the fact that other nations will 
be involved in it. We urge you, therefore, to send to 
Parliament those candidates who will avow themselves 
willing to support pacific measures, who favor a policy 
of reason instead of force, who will promote Inter- 
national Arbitration, Peace, progress and prosperity, 
and who will thus initiate a better national and inter- 
national policy, in which the safety and happiness of the 
country shall no longer depend, or even be supposed to 
depend, upon the quantity of explosives it may have 
stored in its magazines, or of available arms, or ships, 
or men it may have at its disposal, but upon those prin- 
ciples of right action, and neighborly feeling, and moral 
and humane conduct, which, in spite of all military 
development, clamor and assumptions, are ever assert- 
ing themselves to be the dominant and invincible forces 
in human life. 

The Oakland (California) Institute of Applied Christi- 
anity adopted the following resolution at its meeting in 
July : 

Resolved, That the Oakland Institute of Applied Christi- 
anity records the pleasure with which it has read the re- 
port in the San Francisco Chronicle of July 11, 1895, that 
the French Legislature has voted the proposition of Dep- 
uty Barodet for a permanent Board of Arbitration be- 
tween France and the United States and that there is a 
probability of a similar arrangement following between 
France and Swizerland and between France and England. 

This institute desires to convey to Deputy Barodet an 
expression of its eager interest in the success of his admir- 
able and practical project for ensuring permaneut peace 
and good-will between the two great republics. 

Recognizing that it should be a foremost aim of Applied 
Christianity to use every possible means to bring to an 
end the fiendish, barbaric, iniquitous, insane and needless 
practice of war this institute begs to assure Deputy Bar- 
odet that it will use its best endeavors to enlist the co- 
operation of the churches and clergy of California to 



bring their influence to bear on the American Congress 
that it may not interpose any obstacle, delay or indiffer- 
ence to the appointment of the desired international per- 
manent Board of Arbitration. 

The case of Hon. John L. Waller, formerly United 
States consul to Madagascar, who is now in prison 
at Clairvaux, France, having been courtmartialed and 
sentenced to long imprisonment on the charge of giving 
information to the Hovas concerning the movement of 
French troops, is not yet satisfactorily settled. The 
United States claims that he was unjustly and illegally 
convicted. Two members of the American embassy at 
Paris have been allowed, on the request of the State De- 
partment, to visit Mr. Waller in prison. France declines 
to examine the American claim until the official transcript 
of the proceedings of the courtmartial arrives at Paris. 
Mr. Waller gave to the two men, Mr. Eustis, Jr., and 
Mr. Alexander, who visited him a full account of his trial, 
which has been sent to Washington. 

Mr. Gladstone made a great speech at Chester on the 
6th of August in which he said that the Armenian ques- 
tion had reached a critical stage. The Turkish govern- 
ment which was responsible for the massacres was one of 
the worst that ever existed. The evidence was now con- 
clusive that unspeakable crimes were committed in Ar- 
menia day after day. He suggested that the powers 
should make moderate demands, should accept no prom- 
ises of the Turkish authorities and should not fear the 
word " coercion." A resolution was passed that no re- 
forms could be expected except under the continuous con- 
trol of the European Powers. 

The arbitration commission appointed to settle the 
Amapa boundary dispute between France and Brazil is to 
meet in Stockholm. Brazil will be represented by Baron 
Riobranco. 

The following remarks of Mr. Hodgson Pratt in a 
recent number of the London Echo about " English 
Tourists Abroad" would be excellent summer reading for 
many of our American " unlicked cubs" who disport 
themselves d, VAm6ricaine in various parts of Europe to 
the great annoyance of the inhabitants and to the extreme 
mortification of sensible Americans : 

" Whenever I meet a Frenchman, I ask him why he 
hates England, and the replies are, of course, various, 
but they always include one upon which all agree. They 
detest what they call the insolence and " swagger " of 
our countrymen when these latter visit foreign parts ; 
and my own observations during thirty years go far to 
confirm the truth of the accusation. There is no doubt 
whatever that a large number of Englishmen abroad 
conduct themselves in a manner which brings discredit on 
our country. We are often rough and brutal enough at 
home, but our boorisliness is all the more manifest in 
countries where people observe a more quiet demeanor in 
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public than we do. To quit generalities and come to 
particulars, I would observe that nothing gives more 
annoyance abroad than the practice adopted by our 
" young barbarians " of appearing in public streets and 
promenades — particularly those of Paris — attired in flan- 
nels and cricketing caps, or knickerbockers and other 
undress costumes more or less hideous. This appear- 
ance, united to a loud voice and overbearing demeanor, 
boisterous laughter, the chafing of waiters at cafes and 
horseplay, excite general surprise and disgust on the part 
of the natives. Such demonstrations, indeed, are taken 
to mean that our countrymen desire thereby to show their 
consciousness of superiority over foreigners, and their 
disregard for the prejudices of the latter. I could give 
many illustrations founded on fact, but will content myself 
with the following : 

"A Paris journalist, whom I know very well, went to 
the railway station, intending to make a short journey into 
the country ; but at every carriage door he encountered a 
troop of Britishers who refused him admission and made 
fun of his efforts to enter. No other fellows in the world 
would have been guilty of such vulgar impudence, 
especially in a country not their own. Lately, in Swit- 
zerland, I was waiting at a station for a train, when there 
suddenly appeared a troop of English lads, returning 
from a cricket match. They deliberately sat down and 
changed their shoes and stockings, in face of the aston- 
ished public. Now, mark this ; they would not have 
ventured upon such an outrage on good taste if they had 
been in England ; and the inhabitants of the place knew 
that they would not. The natural inference drawn was 
that these cads behaved thus out of sheer contempt for 
the people whose country they temporarily honored with 
their presence. Quite recently, in another town where I 
was staying, some young men entered a Protestant church 
during service-time, walked noisily through the '• Temple " 
and went out again, and then waited at the door until the 
congregation came out, in order to treat the latter to 
jocular remarks. One naturally asks how is it the parents 
and teachers of these unlicked cubs have so entirely 
neglected to bring them up in the cultivation of decent 
manners." 

President Diaz refused emphatically to allow the Cor- 
bett-Fitzsimmons fight to take place in Mexico. It will 
doubtless take place in some part of this civilized country. 

Miss Flagler, daughter of Brigadier-General Flagler, 
chief of the ordnance bureau, Washington, shot and 
killed, on the 2d of August, Ernest G-reen, a colored boy, 
who was trying to steal fruit from her father's garden. 
She was overwhelmed with grief when she discovered 
that she had killed the boy. The moral is a very simple 
one. The experience of tens of thousands of people 
proves that there is no conceivable excuse for keeping 
revolvers about one's house or person. People are much 
safer without them, and in no danger of shooting down 
persons for trifling offences. The practice of keeping and 
carrying them ought to be universally given up. 

Italy has presented to Brazil, through her charge 
d'affaires at Rio Janeiro, her final request for settlement of 
the claims arising out of the outrages perpetrated against 



Italian subjects during the revolution. Diplomatic re- 
lations between the two governments may be severed. 

The insurgents continue to hold their own in Cuba. 
Business is prostrated in all the Eastern end of the island. 
The war has already cost Spain twenty millions of dollars, 
and has so stripped the monarchical government at home 
of its defences that talk of a republican uprising is begin- 
ning to be heard. Thirty thousand cavalry are about to 
be sent out to Cuba with more to follow at the end of 
October if necessary. The insurgents have begun the 
organization of a republic and are taking steps to have 
themselves recognized as belligerents. 

The Boys' Brigade has caused a disruption in the Fuller- 
ton Avenue Presbyterian Church of Chicago. Trouble 
has been brewing for some time, the elders of the church 
and the young soldiers not being able to get on in har- 
mony. We do not know which to pronounce the worse, 
a disruption in a church as the effect of this essentially 
unchristian organization, or that it should remain united, 
and all be carried way into a false conception of Christi- 
anity. It was a sad day for American Christianity when it 
attempted to make the instruments of hate and death and 
military slavery the means of attracting and holding the 
boys to the church. The worst fruits of this monstrous 
blunder have only just begun to be reaped. 

We most heartily agree with the sentiment of Professor 
Ely contained in the following paragraph taken from an 
article by Josiah W. Leeds on " Holding the Boys " in a 
late nu mber of the Episcopal Recorder: 

A new secret society, called "Character Castle," in- 
tended to catch and hold the boys, has been organized in 
Indiana. " The idea which gave rise to this order," says 
the circular concerning it, "is that we might use the love 
of secrecy as a means of winning boys and young men to, 
and holding them under, good influences, and in the com- 
panionship of good men of mature years, in a society in 
which religion is not the distinguishing characteristic, but 
in which moral culture is never forgotten." In other 
words, as the Christian Cynostire aptly puts it, it appeals 
to the boy's desire to learn secrets, and his love of ban- 
ners and regalia, and his desire for entertainment, and 
by these means purposes to win and hold him. Prof. 
Simpson Ely, having been written to by the secretary of 
this new order for his approval of it, states that he sent 
the " scribe " his unqualified disapproval of the scheme, 
and adds : " It now seems that the multiplication of lodges 
threatens to bleed the Church to death. It makes my 
heart sick. What better ' character castle ' can be fonnd 
than the home and the Church? " 

The seizure by Great Britain of the island of Trinidad, 
off the harbor of Bio Janeiro, has created much stir in 
diplomatic circles. Brazil lays claim to the island and 
says it has always been hers. Great Britain, of course, 
thinks it is hers, just because she wants it for a cable 
station. 
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General Flagler estimates that it will require forty- 
eight millions of dollars to meet the expense of the pro- 
posed coast defence. If his recommendations are 
adopted the government will spend four millions a year 
for twelve years on these perfectly useless fortifications. 

The Queen, on opening the new Parliament on the 15th 
of August, was " happy to say that no international com- 
plication has arisen in any quarter that is calculated to 
endanger the peace of Europe." 

Reports received at the State Department from the 
United States consul at Victoria, B. C, indicate that the 
seals in Behring Sea are practically exterminated. 



THE MYSTIC GROVE PEACE MEETING. 

Specially prepared for the Advocate of Peace by Miss 
Christine V. Whipple. 

The Connecticut Peace Society with the Uaiversal 
Peace Union convened in the Grove of Peace at Alystic, 
Conn., August 20th, for a Conference of four days. They 
were joined by delegates from other peace societies, and 
by workers in other lines of reform ; and had an audience 
from the surrounding neighborhoods which at some of the 
sessions numbered several thousands. 

The first session of the meeting opened at about half- 
past ten o'clock Tuesday morning. Alfred H. Love, 
president of the Universal Peace Union, was in the chair. 
Exercises of devotion were led by Rev. O. D. Sherman 
of Mystic, in the reading of the Scriptures, and John 
Collins of Philadelphia in prayer. The secretary of the 
Connecticut Peace Society, Miss Christine V. Whipple of 
Mystic, next read letters of a friendly nature from Gov. 
Coffin, Hon. Dorman B. Eaton and Rev. Charles H. 
Eaton of New York city, Mrs. Mary A. Livermore of 
Melrose, Mass., Dr. Merrill E. Gates, president of 
Amherst college, G. W. Minier of Minier, 111., Sidi H. 
Browne of Columbia, S. C, Hon. Amos Perry and Augus- 
tine Jones of Providence and others. 

Levi W. Crouch of Norwich, Conn., president of the 
Connecticut Peace Society, was the first speaker. He 
prefaced his address with words of welcome, expressing 
the desire that all in attendance should through the in- 
fluence of the convention become benefited and strength- 
ened to meet the trials of the future in a manner befitting 
those who bear the high name of the Prince of Peace. 
His subject was " War and the Church." In the course 
of his address he said : " We sometimes hear it said that 
resistance was allowed under Moses' law, and as Moses 
received his law from God, and as God never changes, 
resistance by the sword must also be allowed under the 
Christian dispensation. But Moses said, ' A prophet 
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you, of your breth- 
ren, like unto me. Unto him shall ye harken in ail 
things whatsoever he shall say unto you.' In so saying 
Moses acknowledged that Christ's law should supersede 
his law. When Christ came He said: 'Ye have heard 
that it hath been said by them of old-time, an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth,' referring directly to Moses' 
law, ' but I say unto you that ye resist not evil. 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitel'ully 



use you and persecute you,' as much as to say, ' Moses 
from the hardness of your hearts suffered you to resist 
evil with evil, but from the beginning it was not so. God 
made you all of one blood and ye are all brethren, and for 
this cause shall a man suffer wrong rather than do wrong.' " 

W. G. Brown of Toronto was the speaker of the after- 
noon. His subject was u Conditions essential to the Pro- 
motion of Peace." The subject to which he directed 
special attention was international arbitration. 

He said in the course of his address : " The same con- 
ditions more or less apply to the promotion of peace in 
the social and the industrial fields. In the sphere of in- 
ternational polity, there is at the present time a semblance 
of peace, but its continuance is by no means assured. 
When it is considered that Europe contributed last year 
to the maintenance of arms no less than $920,500,000 
and more than 28,000,000 men, the expenditure of so 
vast a sum, enough to materially relieve European dis- 
tress, may not only be questioned, but also the conse- 
quences of the withdrawal of a nation of men taken from 
industrial pursuits to an aimless life of military discipline. 
It is the duty of every man and woman to be thoughtful 
concerning the condition of humanity everywhere ; and 
the simple application of individual responsibility to the 
study of the European situation would promote the growth 
of the peace spirit." 

The remainder of the day was devoted to a peace prize 
contest in recitation by eighteen young people under 
twenty years of age. The prize, a large engraving of 
West's painting of Penn's Treaty with the Indians, was 
the gift of Thomas E. Packer of Mystic, and was award- 
ed to Miss Laura Packer also of Mystic, who recited 
" The Young Soldier" by Carey. 

The first speaker to be introduced on the second day 
of the Convention was John Branson of Philadelphia. 
His subject was " The many Inconsistencies between the 
Teachings of the Christian Church and her Living of 
those Teachings." He was followed by the president, 
Mr. Love, in the line of his argument. 

The next speaker was Frank Stephens of Philadelphia 
upon the subject of the Single Tax. He said that the 
poor man was enslaved under land monopoly, and that 
until this condition should be changed there could be no 
assured peace. He described the work now carried on by 
the Single Tax association of Delaware ; and believed that 
through this agency the State was to take the lead in so- 
cial and political progress. 

Dr. Benjamin F. Trueblood of Boston was the first 
speaker of the afternoon. His subject was " War on the 
Defensive." He showed the chief forces which have put 
war on the defensive to be Christianity in the person and 
character of Christ, and the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment ; the discoveries of science creating more intimate 
acquaintance and complete community of thought ; com- 
merce, which is weaving all the material interests of the 
world into one web ; travel, which is making every land 
the country of every man, and the growing intelligence 
and power of the people. 

The causes of the present strength of the war power, 
the speaker showed to be, first, an inheritance of the past 
like an hereditary taint in the blood ; second, the neces- 
sity of uniforming and arming on a scale required by the 
demands of the times, if armaments are to be maintained 
at all ; third, because it is supported by those whose posi- 
tion and living depend upon it ; fourth, the lukewarmness 



